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NATIONAL STRATEGY T¢
PROMOTE THE HEALTH
OF HONEY BEES AND
OTHER POLLINATORS

Ihdinat £ Hralth Ta LY arcs

MSU Research and Extension

Working with state, industry, and non-profit groups to provide

resources on pollinator related topics and issues for stakeholders
i .




Floriculture

* Education
¢+ Consumers
* Planting resources - useful plants for pollinators
« Gardening for pollinators
» Pesticides risks - known risks and understanding uncertainity
* Growers
* Reduce risk to pollinators and beneficial insects
¢+ bee-friendly vs. ‘Bee-friendly’ marketing
* Research
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Neonicotinoid Insectitides Used for Pest Control on Ornamentals’
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Ifrom the 2012 Xerces Society Report: ‘Are Neonicotinoids Killing Bees?’

Activities in floriculture

¢ Ongoing research
* Project Greeen
» Specialty Crop Research Grant

Strong ties and support
from Industry
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Education on latest research and

advanced methods - Biocontrol

* Organize tour for extension educators and growers
* Work with other groups to provide resources
* Interest in further research

On the National Stage O
o Protecting Pollinators in
-~ . Ornamental Landscapes

Conference

October 12 - 14, 2015 at the Kenuga Conference Canter
{n Hendersonville, NC

Hosted by Michigan State University and North Carolina
Siste University, this is Intendad for

and Industry
growers, and represantatives of retated indusiries
interasted in or involved with omamental plant production
of maintenance.







The Michigan Pollinator Initiative

Michigan Beekeeping

Michigan is one of the top honey
producing states in the country, generally
producing around 5 million pounds of
honey, with a value of over $ 7 million.
Michigan honey bees provide much of
the pollination services for our many fruit
and vegetable crops, including chetries,

apples, blueberties, melons, and
cucumbers.
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Beekeepers in MI experience some of the
highest losses in the country — with rates
of winter loss around 30% since 2006,
and over 50% in 2013-2014.

Michigan About 400 native
Natives bees call Michigan
home — providing
essential
pollination for
both crops and our
natural ecosystems.
These species are
under threat from
habirat loss,
pesticides, and
disease.

The Michigan Pollinator Initiative was formed to address current
and future issues related to bees, other pollinators, and pollination in
Michigan. The mission of the Michigan Pollinator Initiative is to
develop a coordinated research, education, extension, and policy
driven effort to address priority issues related to pollinators and
pollination. The MPI works in pursuit of research-based solutions
for beekeepers, growers, land managers, and policy makers to
promote economic vitality and ecological stability.

The Michigan Pollinator Initiative (MPI) is housed in the
Entomology Department at Michigan State University, and will bring
together the personnel and expertise currently working on pollinator
related issues. The initiative will also seek partners working on
pollination and pollinator related topics in Michigan - as the initiative

develops, we expect to

connect with the

Department of Agriculture TargEt '
and Rural Development, S takeh Uld’

other universities, relevant .

state-wide  organizations,
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* Beekeepers |

g

and stakeholder groups.

* Growers
Primary Focus Areas e Students
Research and education X Land Managé;.‘s !

programs will focus on
the following areas:

® Pollinator health
® Forage for honey bees and wild bees

® Pesticide use best practices

® Information delivery for beekeepers and growers
® Pollinator-related education

For more information on the Michigan Pollinator Initiative,
ematl Meghan Milbrath at mpi@msu.edu
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